Indirect ELISA test was used to detect specific antibodies against Coxiella burnetti in sheep in different regions of Basra province.184 local sheep breeds were randomly selected of different ages and of both sexes were used in this study, including 98 pregnant ewes, 55 non-pregnant ewes, 8 aborted ewes ,7 ewes of still births, moreover 112 lower than 2 years,more than 2 years 72and 13 rams.
INTRODUCTION
Q fever is an important zoonotic disease. caused by Coxiella burnetti an obligate intracellular small gram negative bacterium, This disease is endemic throughout the world (1) . Infection has a wide range of mammalian hosts (2) .
The infection is principally asymptomatic in animals (1) and be transmitted by contaminated aerosols (3) . coxiellosis is one of the most important diseases which cause serious economic losses among sheep industry worldwide, especially at lambing time and is considered a public health problem (4) . The infection in sheep may result in abortion, stillbirth, delivery of weak offspring and infertility (5 (6) . In humans, Coxiella burnetii causes a variety of clinical signs as a flulike illness, pneumonia, hepatitis and endocarditis( 7). Ticks and Raw milk or contaminated dairy products in the transmission of diseases good roles (8) .
Little information had been provided on the infection of C. burnetii in Basra-province therefore the aim of this study were to detect the seroprevalence of Q fever in sheep using indirect ELSA technique.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Blood sampling:10 ml of Blood samples were collected via jugular vein puncture for serum analysis.
ELISA teqhniqne:Serum samples were tested using indirect ELISA test, According of animals ages results were also showed that highly significant difference were detected in animals group lower than 2 years old 41.96%, than in animals group more than 2 years old . Table ( 
DISCUSSION
Results of the present work was revealed the detection of anti Q-fever antibodies in sheep in four different locations of Basrah province at first time and that confirm the world wide of Q-fever distribution (10) . Because of less application of control programs related to animals populations and environment which enhance transmission of the disease between animals moreover the presence of Q fever in neighboring countries like Turkey and Iran (11)(4), in Saudi Arabia (12) can easily in illegal to Basra province enhancing transmission in the local area and between provinces other hand climate replacement in the wet ,dry weather ,also play a good role in fixing answer surviving of micrograms . Q fever reported to be in the Netherlands ( 14) , in Italy and in Spain ( 15) shown in the fetal placental part (25) . Q fever disease is highly associated with reproductive problems(still birth status) in sheep (26) . The present work where agreed with study (27) whom mention the still birth status related to the Q fever It have been shown that animals more than 2 years highly significant infection rate comparing with animal lower than 2 years old which may be describe as related to the immune status level of the infected animal (20) . 
